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…NEWS
Shortly on the IMI Website

http://aquanet.co.il/vip/imi
DREAM OF BROKEN MIRROR

Michael Wolpe
In his review of six compositions by Tzvi Avni the author portrays the orchestral musical language of the composer. Wolpe considers the subject from various angles – Avni’s melodic writing, the orchestration and creating of textures, the form and the use of notation.

WAR EXPERIENCES FUEL MY CREATIVITY
Oded Zehavi interviewed by Liat Mansfeld

In an interview granted Ms. Liat Mansfeld, the composer Oded Zehavi speaks of the source of his creativity, the various influences, his studies and, among others, considers the practical aspects implied by the title ‘composer’ at the end of the 20th century.

[…]

Q: Many of your works touch upon the subject of bereavement such as YEHORAZ written in memory of Prof. Assa Kasher’s son, or the THREE SONGS OF LOSS commemorating the helicopters’ catastrophe. Do you see bereavement as a basic factor, an inseparable part of our reality, which calls for our reaction?

A: Yes. The impulse and the major part of basic motivation, or the basic fuel for my compositorial writing I discovered in the war in Lebanon in which I served as tank commander. When you see people dying around you, you inevitably end up trying to find an explanation as to why you were spared. […]
NEW CHAIRMAN AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS AT THE IMI
Mr. Michael Bavly was elected Chairman of IMI's Board of Directors replacing Judge Ruth Talgam. As of May 16, the new members of the board are: Mr. Ben-Ami Eynav, Mr. Gad Levertov, Mr. Uzi Nathanel, Ms. Daniela Rabinowitz, Mr. Mendi Rodan, Mr. Yitzhak Shalev, Judge Shelly Timen, Mr. David Witzthum and Mr. Hillel Zori.

Novelette - SET PIECE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL HARP CONTEST IN ISRAEL
Haim Permont’s work for harp solo is published by the Israel Music Institute: "The construction of the harp tends to ‘resist’ the super-chromaticism of some of the styles of 20th century music. Actually, every set-up of the harp’s pedals constitutes a mode, expressing both the harmony and the melody hidden within it. The limitations of quantity and speed of pedal changes dictate gradual and cautious transitions between the modes, as well as a need to fully exploit the musical possibilities of every mode before moving on to the next one.

As it is always in art – limitations and constraints bring inspiration. The nature of the harp’s construction challenged me to seek a way of expression within a modal musical language – in which NOVELETTE is written. The work’s name, drawn from the 19th century ‘character pieces’, expresses a need for communication i.e. for expressing new musical ideas by means of well known musical elements and gestures. NOVELETTE, therefore, is a short, retrospective ‘character piece’ which is written not so much ‘for the harp’ as for the harpist – with an intention to enable the performer to demonstrate his/her musical artistic abilities concerning sound, technique, rhetoric and expression".
(Composer’s note)
CDs 
JMC CDs ON SALE AT THE IMI

Three CDs, produced by the Jerusalem Music Centre are available at the IMI: 

Percussion - percussionists Chen Zimbalista and Oron Schwartz perform works by Minoru Miki, David Maslanka, Chen Zimbalista, Tzvi Avni, Edri Machat and Oron Schwartz; Noam Buchman - solo flute - flutist Noam Buchman performs works by Yinam Leef, J.S.Bach, Shulamit Ran, Dan Yuhas, Shlomo Gronich, Oded Zehavi, C.P.E Bach and Noam Sheriff; The Jerusalem Quartet - including works by Beethoven, Mozart and Michael Wolpe. See IMI CD Catalogue for details.

* * *
Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem by Tzvi Avni is included in a CD issued by Jeunesses Musicales, Y. Kreizberg conducting.

* * *

Two CDs will soon be produced on the Music In Israel label:
A CD presenting four works for violin solo by Israeli composers, each work performed by one of the leading young Israeli violinists:

 Ben-Zion Orgad BALLADE (1947) Roy Shiloah, vn; 
 Mordecai Seter SONATA (1954) Yehonatan Berick, vn;
 Abel Ehrlich BASHRAV (1953) Nitai Zori, vn; 

 Paul Ben-Haim SONATA (1951) Hagai Shaham, vn

and CD presenting five works for woodwind quintet performed by the New Israeli Woodwind Quintet

 RONDO by Ruben Seroussi;

 SERENADE by Jan Radzynski;

 QUINTET by Leon Schidlowsky 

 QUINTET by Tzvi Avni

 NEBULAE by Oedoen Partos.

ACTIVITIES
The following works have been recently acquired by the IMI. Part of the works on the list have already been published:

AHARON HARLAP

A Child’s World ver. for 2 pfs 

(1986; IMI 7183)

SHIMON COHEN

Eight Heine Songs for Mez, StrO & pf 

(1998; IMI 7185A)

Eight Heine Songs for Mez & pf 

(1998; IMI 7185)

BEN-ZION ORGAD

Voices for nar & cl (1999; IMI 7188)

Text: Rebecca Rass

Voices for nar & vc (1999; IMI 7188A)

Text: Rebecca Rass

HAIM PERMONT

Epilogue for SO (1999; IMI 7189)

BENJAMIN BAR-AM

My Little Sister for A, vn, vc & pf

(1997; IMI 7190)

Text: Abba Kovner

HAIM ALEXANDER

Two Ballades Recollected for str qrt

(1998; IMI 7191)

Six Israeli Dances for pf (1951; IMI 7192)
Six Israeli Dances for 2 pfs

(1951; IMI 7193)

Sonata for pf (1954; IMI 7194)

SHIMON COHEN

Hatikva, Israeli national anthem, trad., arr. for Symphonic Band (1999; IMI 7195)

Hatikva, Israeli national anthem, trad., arr. for StrO (1999; IMI 7196)
Hatikva, Israeli national anthem, trad., arr. for SO with Ch ad lib.(1999; IMI 7197)
BRAUN YEHEZKEL

A Bird in the Garden for children’s choir (S,A,A) (1999; IMI 7198)

Text: H.N.Bialik

TZVI AVNI

A Day is Near, variations on a Jewish folk song for cl/ob & str qrt/StrO (1964; IMI 7199)

RON WEIDBERG

Symphony Without Surprise  for StrO (1999; IMI 7200)

BEN-ZION ORGAD

Siphonic Movement for ww qnt, brass qnt, perc & 2 str qnts (1999; IMI 7201)

Ad profundem for SO (1998; IMI 7202)

DANIEL GALAY

Overture  for SO (1999; IMI 7203)

MARK KOPYTMAN

Letters of Creation, three invocations on an old text for v & StrO (1987; IMI 7205)

Tenero for vc (1993; IMI 7206)
Vocalise for v and ob (1995; IMI 7207)

Eight Pages for v  (1989; IMI 7209)

Text: E. Jabes

YINAM LEEF

Cantilena, Canaanite Fantasy No. 4 for gui (1994; IMI 7209)

K.O. for ob (1978; IMI 7210)

AHARON HARLAP

Pictures from the Private Collection of God for S, fl & pf (1999; IMI 7211)

Text: Ya’acov Barzilai

Pictures from the Private Collection of God for S, ob & StrO (1999; IMI 7211A)

Text: Ya’acov Barzilai
Awards & Anniversaries

TZVI AVNI RECEIVES TWO PRIZES
Tzvi Avni was informed that he has won the Cultural Prize of the Saar region, Germany, for the year 1998. The prestigious prize is awarded annually, however it is given only once in three years to an artist in the field of music. Tzvi Avni was born in Saarbruecken and emmigrated with his family to Israel when Hitler rose to power. Of late, his works have become known and highly appreciated in Germany. Following the publication of the name of the winner, Saarbruecken Zeitung published a comprehensive article on the life and music of Mr. Avni.

The news of the award of the German prize reached Avni about a fortnight after he has learned that he will receive the Prime Minister's Prize for his life achievement.

* * *
Professor Abel Ehrlich is among the recipients of the Johann-Wenzel-Stamitz Prize 1999, awarded by Die Kuenstlergilde, Germany. Previous recipients, among others, were Oskar Gottlieb-Blarr, Petr Eben, Johannes Kalitzke, Erhard Karkoschka and Josef Tal.

* * *
ACUM, Society of Authors, Composers and Music Publishers in Israel, announced the winners of its 1998/1999 prizes. Members of the jury in the field of art music were David Bloch, Aharon Harlap and Yinam Leef.

Jacob Gilboa received the prize for his life’s work. Josef Bardanashvili was awarded the prize for this year’s outstanding achievement in the field of concert music. Michael Goldstein’s CONCERTO IN MEMORY OF G. (orchestral) and Ron Weidberg’s VOYAGE TO THE END OF THE MILLENNIUM (chamber) shared the prize for works submitted anonymously. Haim Alexander won a prize for promotion and publication of new works.

* * *

Moshe Gassner’s “Ten Le Amkha” for Bass-Baritone and Chamber Orchestra, was awarded the Mark Lavry Prize by the Municipality of Haifa. Members of the jury were Oded Zehavi, Eitan Globerzon and Moshe Jacobson. Quoting the jury: “The text, of Yaacov Gutman was based on the poem by the Jewish poet Andras Maszayi. This poem has tremendous dramatic power and speaks of the painful destiny of the Jewish people throughout the ages, in particular the Holocaust in which 6 millions Jews perished. The composer Moshe Gassner has written to this powerfully dramatic text a most impressive musical work […] in which poetry and music reach great depths, full of passion and feeling”.
* * *
Tzvi Avni, Aharon Harlap and Benjamin Yusupov are the recipients of the Prime Minister’s Prize for 1998. The prizes were awarded at a ceremony on February 15, 1999 at which the following works were performed by the Haifa Symphony Orchestra conducted by Mo. Stanley Sperber:

BENJAMIN YUSUPOV

Gabriel for symphony orchestra
AHARON HARLAP

Concerto for clarinet and orchestra

TZVI AVNI

Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem for symphony orchestra

Selected Performances of IMI Works

April 25/26/28/29, Haifa

May 1, Kiriat Haim

HAIM PERMONT

Epilogue for SO (1999; IMI 7189)
May 27, Ashdod; Jun 8, Lod

SHIMON COHEN

Eight Heine Songs for Mez and StrO (1998; IMI 7185A)

G. Yaron, S; Ashdod ChO; S. Cohen, cond.

May 31, Jerusalem

BETTY OLIVERO

Juego de Siempre (1994; IMI 6920)

E. Kenan-Ofri, A; Jerusalem SO;

D. Shallon, cond.

Jun 1 Beit Gavriel; 2/3, Tel Aviv

YOAV TALMI

Elegy

for StrO, acc and timp (1997; IMI 7132)

ICO; Y. Talmi, cond.

Jun 4, Forli, Italy

YEHEZKEL BRAUN

Psalms for StrO (6763)

Bruno Maderna ChO; Luis Gorelik, cond.

Jun 5, Ramat-Gan

OEDOEN PARTOS

Rondo on a Sephardic Theme

(1939/63; IMI 6208)

Ramat-Gan ChO; A. Ron, cond.

Jun 17, Mannheim, Germany

OEDOEN PARTOS

Song of Praise (1949; IMI 300)

T. Zimmermann, va; Suedwestfunk SO;

D. Shallon, cond.

Jun 19, Givat Brenner; 22, Ein Hashofet;

23, Beit-Shean; 24, Nahariya; 26 Tel Aviv

OEDOEN PARTOS

Visions (1957; IMI 6101)

Kibbutz ChO; A. Ostrowski, cond.

Jun 26, Jerusalem

TZVI AVNI

Summer Strings (1962; IMI 031)

Jerusalem String Quartet

MARK KOPYTMAN

Quartet No. 3 (1969; IMI 327)

Jerusalem String Quartet
Preview

Jul 2/3, New York, NY, USA

BETTY OLIVERO

Juego de Siempre (1994; IMI 6920)

J. Sachs, cond.

Aug 27, Italy

BETTY OLIVERO

Juego de Siempre (1994; IMI 6920)

E. Ofri-Kenan, v; M. Ceccanti, cond.

Sep 12, Berlin, Germany

JOSEF TAL

Concerto

for two pfs and orchestra (1980; IMI 6201)

Berliner Symphoniker;

Sep 18, Paris, France

BETTY OLIVERO

Juego de Siempre (1994; IMI 6920)

E. Ofri-Kenan, v;

Musica Novecento, Trento;

M. Dini Ciacci, cond.

Sep 25, Rochester, NY, USA

BEN-ZION ORGAD

Siphonic Movement for ww qnt, brass qnt, perc & 2 str qnts (1999; IMI 7201)

Eastman School of Music students and teachers, M. Rodan, cond.

Oct 23, Tel Aviv

BEN-ZION ORGAD

Ad profundem for SO (1998; IMI 7202)

Rishon LeZion SO; M.Rodan, cond.







