Music Overview
The music program at Solomon Schechter is made up of several elements.  It is a sequential method of basic music concepts and listening skills.   Eclectic methods of teaching music are used to offer the children as many musical experiences as possible.  The Orff Method emphasizes using natural rhythms and allows children to use musical instruments.  The Kodaily Method employs the use of voice to teach musicianship through musical games.  The Dalcorze Method incorporates music concepts through movement.  Holiday songs reflecting both our Judaic and American heritage are taught on all levels. 

.

The music program gives the child a chance to explore many avenues of music. They will listen to classical music, play pitched and unpitched instruments and sing.  We will explore the following musical concepts:

 1) Rhythm, 2) Dynamics, 3) Register, 4) Tempo, 5) The Art Of Orchestration, and 6) Form

There is a sequential development of rhythm.  The children are expected to read simple 4 beat rhythms beginning second grade.  They need to be aware of note values -- eighth, quarter, half and whole notes in the older grades addition notes will be added, including-- triplets, sixteenth notes, & syncopated rhythms.

Just as we are constantly aware of the rhythmic patterns in a song or piece of music, we are also listening for the form. By listening to the "Masters", and explore music history, as well as form. As the children mature in their listening skills, I am able to progress from AB and ABA form to more sophisticated forms of music -- the Rondo, Sonata Allegro Form and Theme and Variation.

To help bring a greater understanding to the elements of music, recorders are introduced in 3rd grade and continued in the following years.  The use of the recorder brings the elements of music together.

In addition to the musicianship segment of my program, a large part of my time is spent on singing.  It is through song that I teach parts of Judaic traditions, values, history & customs.  Many of the song that I teach are sung in many grades.  This is to promote community within the school.  I feel that families should be able to sing holiday songs together.  I often send songs sheets home for families to share.  I also include songs from different Judaic cultures. I try to give the children a feeling of Klal Yisrael.

I try to stress the different Judaic cultures. I use songs of the Eastern European Jews, and the Sephardic Jews.  I teach songs in Yiddish, and Ladino besides songs in Hebrew.  I also use many American folk songs.  Often I trace the development of the Folk song from Europe to America and how it changed along the way.

I bring awareness about political and social issues through songs of Anti - Semitisim.  I teach Songs of the Holocaust.  Many of the songs bring in issues that we as Jews need to be aware.  I also teach song that show the History of Israel --- from the time of the Alliyot of the late 1890's through the early wars to current history.  Social and political aspects of American history are also explored though song.

Songs from the Torah, Pirkai Avot, and other writings emphasize many ethical and moral issues.  Songs are taken from a wide range of composers. Israeli composers, such as Naomi Shemer, Nurit Hersh as well as many others to "American Nusach" such as Debbie Friedman, Jeff Klepper, Sholomo Carlbach, and many other composers both current and classic, are part of the repertoire.
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